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CBSE’s AIEEE back-up

plan saves the day

Board Keeps Extra Set of Questlons In Secret Locations

Hemali Chhapia|tnn

Mumbai: The recovery of every
exam paper leak is measured in
weeks, sometimes months. Apart
from analyzing the causes, the
consequence of such a disaster is
the setting up of several commit-
tees. But in case of the AIEEE, all
that could wait.

As soon as exam halls across
India were vacated, the CBSE
passed onaconfidential addressto
its coordinators in various cities.
They were all sent off to a public
sector bank; some others were
asked to visita college or schoolin
the vicinity to pick up the second
set of question papers.

“We keep back-up sets of ques-
tion papers in strategic locations.
And let me tell you here that there
is more than one set of question
papers that is kept. The locations
are confidential and noone person
has the exact list of all the loca-
tions where the question papers
are stored,” CBSE chairman Vi-
neetJoshi told TOI.

For the 11.18 lakh who regis-
tered for AIEEE-2011, the CBSE,

AIEEE exam participants cool their
heels outside a Bangalore test
centre after the test was delayed by
a few hours on Sunday

PAST IMPERFECT

» May 1997: Aday beforethe lIT-
JEE,acoaching class in Lucknow
gotits hands onthe question paper. -
Those werethetimes whentheliTs
conducted the maths, physicsand
chemistry exams onseparate days.
Afresh JEEwas held aftertwo
months in July

» November 2003: CAT cancelled
afterthe CBl arrested seven touts
from Delhi and Pune for their role in
paper jeak. There was a re-exam for
some 1.27 lakh candidates

» May 2009: Common Law Admis-
sion Testthat decides admissionto
national law schools cancelled fol-
lowing a paper leak. Testmaterial
was tampered with while they were
intransit from Hyderabad to Luck- -
now via courier, Re-exam hetd for
about 15,000 students

said sources, had printed question
booklets printed that were more
than three or four times the batch
size talqng the exam.

“Alsp, at the CBSE headquar-
ters, we have a few copies of differ-

ent question papers that can be
faxed or scanned and sent to all ex-
amcentres wherethey can beprint-
ed in case all the sets sent our
across the country get leaked,”
added sources.
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Test of patience after paper leak

Double Whammy For Candidates Appearing

Manash Pratim Gehain | Ty

New Delhi: An examination paper Jeak Kept over 11 lakh can-
didates across the country on tenterhooks for several hourson
Sunday. The AllIndia Engineering and Architecture En-
trance (AIEE) exam had to be deferred by three hours after
news frickled in about the leak in Lucknow. The nodal agency
that conducts the exam, CBSE, had to provide a fresh set of
questions and reschedule the morning paper to 12 noon and
the afternoon paper to4pm. This is the second leak of anation-
al competitive exam inless thantwo months.

Though AIEE exams resumed, thousands were left in the
lurch as the timings clashed with another exam for which
there were dual aspirants. There were millions across India,
whe also planned to appear for the Armed Forces Medical
Course (AFMC) exam in the evening after taking the engineer-
ingtest.

Also, many centres were common for the AFMC exam and
so could not conduct the engineering test.

The CBSE announced that all students who could not ap-
pear for the AIEE exam will be given another opportunity on
May 10. “Around 32,400 students have been affected by Sun-

day’s paper leak. At least 55
AROTHER LEAK

centres couldn't conduct the
exams,” an HRD official said.
The board has decided to

On March 5, CBSE raits - :
rescheduled exams in three :‘et.ue o m%um’t Cot'}r:mllt;f
subjects for Andaman and 0 lnvesiigale Into Lthe teax.

The probe panel will com-
prise CBSE controller exam-
inations, MC Sharma, IIT-

Nicobar Islands, including
the Class XIl physics and

probed into the allegation
and found the allegation
to be true

reschedule the Chemistry
and Math exams also as parcels ecntaining the guestion pa-
pers were found tampered.

Speaking to TOI, CBSE chairman Vineet Joshi confirmed
the questjon paper leak.

“Wereceived afaxfrom the UP Special Task Force aboutthe
leak. They are investigating into the incident. We are also
probing the incident. We are in touch with the UP cops for
clues,” said Joshi. An FIR has alsobeenlodged in Lucknow.

This is thefirst time AIEEE planned tohold the exam in the
online format. This too has been postponed. Around one lakh
candidates from 20 cities are registered.

AIEEE conducts exams for admissions to the National In-
stitutes of Technology and other engineering colleges in the
country.

As many as 1,670 centres were allotted across 80 cities for
the exam, apart from the 33 centres across 20 cities for the on-
line exam introduced this year Sunday’s was supposed to be
the largest single-day entrance exam in the world.
da The CBSE had also started a helpline for I}IEEE candi-
tes.

M 3 X 3
ON TENTERHOOKS: Students cutside an examinati

for AIEEE & Armed Forces Entrance Exam

ion centre in the city on Sunday

Sanjeey Rastogl
=

;:;s:r: :a:l:;r:;:;:s paper Ka.n_pur faculty member, Fal-
packets were alleged to guni Gupta and former .
be tampered with, The controller of examinations, }
regional direclor, Chennal, ~ DelitiUniversity BS Garg.

CBSE had earlier can- ;
celled the Class XII physics
exam in Andaman and Nico- }
bar Islands. It was forced to
: New Delhi: There was chaes,
! panic and turmoil across ex-
¢ am centres in Delhi. And the
i scorching heat added to the
i ordeal. Anxiety was writ
t large on faces of hundreds of
i candidates left stranded after
¢ the question paper leak, Even
i the guardians flocked to the
: locked gates and were ques-
i tioningtheguards.

Stranded in the sun, left in lurch

PremaSodhi [ TNy

The scene outside the

i Gyan Bharti Schaol at Saket
i was one of anarchy. “We were
¢ allowed to enter the examin-
¢ ationhall ataround 9 am. But
i by 9:30 am, we were told that
+ .the questicn papers had heen
i leakedand the exam was post-
: poned,” said Chetanya Singh.
i He was waiting with his

mother outside the exam cen-
tre. The bachelor of engineer-
ing examination, scheduled
for 9:30 was postponed to 12
noon and the bachelor of ar-
chitecture paper was shifted
todpm.

Scores of candidates tried
tobeat the heat by taking shel-
ter under the trees. They
stood patiently waiting for a
word, from the center in-
charge. There were also stu-
dents who had come from
Ghaziabad and even Meerut.
Their parents were worried
their children would be too
exhausted to take the exam,

“We started traveling to
Delhi from Meerut at around
5:30 am and reached the cen-
tre at 8:30 in the morning. Ev-
ersince, ithasbeenawait.Ido

not know how my son, Dhruv,
will give his paper,” said an
anxious father Harshvard-
hanJha.

And this was a double
whammy for students also sit-
ting for the Armed Forces'
Medical College exam. This
was scheduled for 2:30 pm the
same day. And this clashed
with the timings of the de-
ferred AIEEE exam. Juggling
both the exams became an or-
deal. While the confusion
gradually settled down, what
triggered unrest was the an-
nouncementthat studentsap-
pearing for AFMC weuld sit
for the ATIEEE paper next Sun-
day.

. Afreshround queries and
complaints broke out. “This
is not fair. Students who will

sitfor the exam next week will
get more time to prepare. .
They will also have an ideaof :
the trend of the questions,” :
said Swaraj Rihani, a student |
waiting outside the examin- |
ation center. Another stu-:
dent, MK Ghosh, said; “It’s
not fair How can they eval- :
uate students ontwo different :
sets of question papers,” he
asked.

And for students, who fi-
nally gave the AIEE exam, it
was a tough call. “I had al-
ready attempted the chemis-
try section, but this was can-
celled. The second set we got
in the afternoon was difficult
tocerack,” said Nishtha Mohil,

a candidate at St. Michaels' :
Senior Secondary School at |
PusaRoad. :

et e Eo e
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11 lakh students
suffer as engg

exam paper leaks

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Lucknow/Mumbai: The tenth edition of the an-
nual All India Engineering Entrance Exam was
put off by two-and-a-half hours across the country
after the question paper leaked in Lucknow early
on Sunday. It taxed its 11.18 lakh takers a lot more
than it intended to. For, by the time they finally put
pentopaperatnoon, they weresappedof allenergy
Touted as India’s largest entrance exam, the
AIEEE, which was to % # -
start at 9.30am, was
pushed to noon after a %
copy of the question pa- &
per by the Uttar Pradesh
Special Task Force was
faxed to the CBSE head.
“We received the fax at
7.30am. We matched our

»Full Coverage, P13

question paper with the
fax we had received. As
soon as we realized that BEE s, 2 .
the two papers matched, A dejected student outside
we informed all the cen- her centre in Mangalore
tres about the leak,” said
Vineet Joshi, chairman of the Central Board For
Secondary Education which conducts the AIEEE.

In Uttar Pradesh, the director general of police
(special} Brij 1.al said raids were conducted in
Lucknow, Kanpur and parts of Bihar tonab those
responsible for the paper leak. “In Lucknow, the
paper was bought for Rs 6 lakh,” Brij Lal said, The
police said there was a possibility that those ar-
rested in the past on charges of paper leaks were
involved in Sunday’s crime, Sources said an indi-
vidual connected to a coaching class in Kanpur
andone from Lucknow was in policedetentionand
they were being questioned about their role.
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Cracking the code of confusion

. A o
= Students outside one of the exam

come to take the exam.

Mallica Joshi and Shaswati Das

® hireporters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHL: Even after two years
of plf'epg:at{iﬁl, students appear-
ing for the All India Engineering
Entrance Examination (AIEEE)
were ill prepared for the chaos
that prevailed on Sunday morn-
ing at the examination centres,

After news of paper leak
reached students and adminis-
trators at various centres, stu-
dents who had entered the exam
centre were asked to leave while
others were not allowed to enter
atall. At most centres the exam-
ination was rescheduled and
held at 12 noon. The original
exam time was 9am.

At Bhartiya Vidya Bhavan
(BVB), however, students were
already half way through the
exam when their answer sheets
were taken from them.

"T had finished the first sec-
tion which had about 30 ques-
tions, when suddenly our papers

were taken away without any |

warning and we were asked to
leave," said Kuldeep Singh,
whose exam centre was BVB,

And then there were some
students who had to appear for
Armed Forces Medical College
entrance exam and the AIEEE
architecture exam - the timings
of both the exams clashed with
the rescheduled AIEEE timing.
They will now be allowed to
appear for the AIEEE next
week,

Students from those centres
where the exam did not begin
will also be allowed to sit for the
exam next week, most proba-
bly on May 8.

AIEEE is one of the most
important exams for those
aspiring to become engineers
asit is an eligibility eriterion to
get into most engineering col-
leges. Students start preparing
for the exam right after Class
10 and the majority attend
coaching classes specially
designed to help them crack the
test.

‘The confusion just got bigger
for those students who had

CLUELESS Students and parents struggled to
find answers as exam got rescheduled to 12 noo

- "

centres in the Capital on Sunday. Many outstation students had also
ARVIND YADAV/HT PHOTO

The government and the
police seem unaware of
such malpractices.
COL. SANJAY DHAR

come from towns such as
Sonepat, Panipat and Meerut.

"I reached the exam centre
at 4.30 in the morning. We have
been waiting for the exam to
begin. The school authorities
did not give us any information
about why the exam was post-
poned. They did not even offer
us a glass of water," said Ravi
Dembla, who had accompanied
his son from Sonepat.

.While Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE),
which conducts AIEEE, has

The authorities didn't know
whether the paper had been
cancelied or postponed,
NEERAJ BATLA

decided to hold the exam in two
phases, the parents are not very
‘happy with the decision.

"How will they ensure that
the level of questions is the
saw;:e?Thisisnotfajx:Mydaugh—
ter has spent two years prepar-
ing for this," said MK Sharma,
whose daughter will appear for
the exam next week, as her cen-
tre couldn't hold the exam,

CBSE chairperson Vineet
Joshi said it would ensure that
the difficulty level of all ques-
tions remains the same.

IMPORTANT NOT!

® According to officials of the
Central Board of Secondary
Education, the second phase of
the exam may be conducted on
May 8 or10,
» On Sunday, some agitated
parents and students resorted
to violence in the absence of
information about the entrance
exam. )
» At GD Goenka World School in
Vasant Kunj, parents attacked a
_ car with CBSE officials init.  ~
. ® At most other schools, which
were centres for the engineering
" entrance exam, windows were
broken. The palice had to be
«, calledin at some places.

Shaswati Das
™ hireporters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHE: As the final bell rang
at test centres across the
Capital, students emerged look-
ing relieved at having success-
fully completed the AIEEE test,
this time without any interrup-
tions.

Students at a few centres,
including Bhartiya Vidyg
Bhavan (BVB), had already
started to write the first ATEEE
exam when they were asked to
hand over their answer sheets
and return after three hours
because of the paper leak.

The second exam that they
appeared for was tougher, stu-
dents said.

“This exam was quite diffi-
cult when compared to the first

Second exam was tougher: Students

0f all the sections,
physics was the toughest
in the second exam.

JAYANT NARAYAN
AIEEE aspirant

one. Of all the sections, physics
was by far the toughest,” said
Jayant Narayan, who appeared
for the exam at BVB.

Students also felt that other
sections like mathematics and
chemistry had higher level of
difficulty. "Chemistry in the ear-
lier exam was very simple. In
this one chemistry was much
tougher than physics or math-
ematics," said Rahul Rastogi,
another student.

In most other centres, stu-
dents were either asked to leave

the exam hall or were not
allowed to enter once the news
of the leak spread.

"I think the harassment that
all of us underwent in the morn-
ing made the exam seem
tougher," said Rohan Arora, who
appeared for the test at RK
Puram, sector 2.

According to various coach-
ing centres, the physics paper
was the most difficult of all.

Each subject had 30 ques-
tions and the pattern was exact-
ly the same for all the subjects.
There were 4 choices in all ques-
tions,

In physics, there were three
assertion-reasoning questions
and no comprehension. In
Maths there were five assertion-
reasoning questions and no
comprehension.
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L i
w AIEEE aspirants coming out of the test centre at Bharatiya Vidya
Bhawan on KG Marg in Delhi on Sunday.  ARVIND YADAV / HT PHOTO

Paper leaked in UP,

X 1
I .

engg test is delayed

AIEEE paper leak

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CBSE chairman Vineet Joshi -

said students who couldn’t sit
the noon test could appear for
another at a later, which the
CBSE announced as May 8 but
is set to reschedule to May 10
because of other exams on May
8. But parents of some students
expressed concerns if it would
be fair to allow some to take the
test a week later.

Apart from the ATEEE — the
country’s largest engineering
examination for admission to
more than 26,000 seats at the
National  Institutes of

Technology and other central
and state engineering schools
—the paper leak delayed a
CBSE-conducted architecture
entrance test. The entrance test
for the Armed Forces Medical
College was also delayed by two
hours as many centres were also
hosting the AIEEE,

Good news for the CBSE
came in the form of the sue-
cessful debut of the comput-
erised version of AIEEE, taken
by a few thousand students. This
was the first time that the online
test was offered, apart from the
pencil-paper format.

Charu Sudan Kasturi e
® chary kastun®hindustantimes com TRYING "ME o
NEWDELH: A question paperleak 1 12K students appear
hit the All India Engineering for the AIEEE on Sunday

Entrance Examination (ATEEE)
for the first time on Sunday,
leading to a three-hour delay in
conducting the test and giving
nearly 12 lakh students across
the country a scare.

Early morning, the Special
Task Force (STF) of the Uttar
Pradesh Police informed the
Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE}, which con-
ducts the exam, of the question
paper leak in Lucknow. The
leaked paper was reportedly
being sold for 26 lakh per copy.
The police have detained two
coaching class managers in con-
nection with the leak. .

After the STF alert, the board
decided to conduct the test at

26,816 seats at stake
32,000 students will

have to take the exam later

# The test is meant for admis-
slons to NITs, other central engi-
neeting schools, state colleges N

noon instead of the scheduled
9.30am on Sunday.

The delay — aimed at secur-
ing all test centres again and
ensuring that the damage from
the leak had been contained —
also led to rescheduling of other
annual entrance tests.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
» CODE OF CONFUSION, P3
» SECOND EXAM TOUGHER, P3
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IIT programme to train school leaders

Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI: “The training of fu-
ture school leaders must be
seen as a social responsibility,
a national duty,” says the In-
dian Institute of Technology-
Delhi, introducing the Schoo!
Leadership Programme
(SLP) 2011 which will train
educators free of cost in its
second edition thisyear. |
The SLP is aimed at aspir-
ing principals in the 35- 45
year age bracket with one to
five years of experience witha
view to improving leadership

and professionalise school
management. With increas-
ingly “worrisome quality sta-
tistics” of higher education in

India, IIT-Delhi recognised

the need te improve educa-
tion at the first step -- the
school level -- in order to im-
prove the overall quality of
education in the country.
“During the first edition of
SLP last year, we realised that
the course fee of Rs, 45,000
was nearly two months’ sala-
ry for a couple of participants.

This year, IIT-Delhi has'

sought support of the alumni

community in sponsoring the
course fee for participant
teachers,” added the IIT-Del-
hi spokesperson.

The four weeks long SLP,
which will, be held between
May 23 and June 18, aims to
introduce participants to five
key aspects of school leader-
ship: instructional/ educa-
tional, institutional, personal,
administrative and entrepre-
neurial. The selected partici-
pants will only have to pay for
their travel, boarding and
lodging. The programme will
be conducted at 11T- Delhi,

with the second week in a res-
idential mode outside Delhi.

“Teachers are expected to
‘just ‘grow in their role
through training on the job.
While some teachers become
excellent principals by self
learning, most learn the ropes
the hard way at a huge cost to
society,” says the spokesper-
son. People interested in the
programme can either apply
online or download the appli-
cation form at www.eduex-
cellence.org. The last date of
receiving duly filled applica-
tions is May 10.
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'NO SYMPATHY
FOR STUDENTS
WITH LESS
ATTENDANCE

HT Correspondent

W hireporters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi high court
has come down heavily on stu-
dents bunking classes and said
no sympathy should be shown
to those falling short of requi-
site attendance and allowing
them to appear in examinations
will lead to total academic
chaos.

"No student can excel in his
or her life, unless he or she
devotedly attends the classes
of a course which he or she
undertakes. Attendance is a rule
and absence from class is an
exception,” justice Kailash
Gambhir said, while dismissing
the pleas of three journalism
students of Jamia Millia Islamia,
falling short of requisite atten-
dance to take their final-year
examinations,

The students had pleaded for
the court’s directions to uni-
versity authorities to waive off
their attendance shortfall on
the basis of medical certificates
given by them and allow them
to appear in the examinations,

"This court has great sym-
pathy with the students who
due to shortage of marginal per-
centage of attendance would
waste their one precious aca-
demic year,” justice Gambhir
said, but added, "If any indul-
gence is given to such students
due to sympathy and compas-
sion, the same would result in
total indiscipline and chaos,
opening a Pandora's box."

"Strict views in such cases
would be in the larger interest
of not only the student, but also
of the institution or university,"
he said,

The students had
approached the court after they
were barred by the Yniversity
from taking their annual exam-
ination for falling short of the
requisite 75% attendance.
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China may send woman
astronaut to space in 12

Beijing: China may fly a
woman astronaut into space
nextyearasitembarksonan
ambitious programme for
the next decade which in-
cludes a mission to land a
rover on the moon and set-
ting up a space

Space Engineering Office
said, hinting that it could as
well be a woman.

China plans to carry out
its first space docking be-
tween two unmanned vehi-
cles this year, followed by
one manned

station with a
cargo spaceship
totransport supplies.

China plans to fly two
more spacecraft next year to
improve therendezvousand
docking technologies and
one of it will be a manned
one. Yang Liwei, deputy di-

rector of the China Manned

RED ODVSSEY and one un-

manned
space missions next vear as
part of its effortstosetup a
space station.

“Two to three astronauts
will be sent to space in that
manned mission next vear,”
he was quoted by the state-
run China Daily as saying.
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E1B-Schools Still Display
Pre-Reforms Mentality

The faculty at Indian institutions needs to grab a respectable share of research papers

published in global journals, and reward those who demonstrate thought leadership B

NIRMALYA KUMAR

rofessor Phanish Puranam,

my colleague at the London

Business School, and I were
curious why despite having highly-
reputed schools such as IMs and
IITs, we rarely saw artictes publish-
ed by faculty based in India m inter-
national management journals. In
early February 2011, we reported the
results of an analysis of publicati-
ons in 40 leading management jour-
nals by India-based faculty for the
20-year period of' 1990-2009. A sum-
mary of the results is presented in
the tableand moredetails are availa-
ble on the ET and London Business
School websites.

On publication of the article (Tuk-
ing stock of Indian management re-
search, February 7, 2011) and a fol-
low-up editorial (Publish or perisk,
February8,2011) by ET askingfacul-
ty to pursue research, we received
several emails from Indian faculty
members. A small minority praised
us for raising this issue and articu-
lated the challenges of ptiblishing
from universities and schools based
in India. However, the vast majority
of the emails critiqued us, and their
criticisms were illuminating on
why management research in India
is still in the nascent stages.

First, several faculty argued that
the 40 journals we included in our
sample were incorrect or biased.
There is always the challenge of
which journals to include and one
can get bogged down into anendless
debate on this issue. We took the
journallistused by the Financial Ti-
mes to rank business schools world-
wide in ther annual MBA ranking.
Whether onelikes itornot, thisisan
important list for business schools
that seek global leadership. And in
any case, on close examination of
the list, we found that 80% of the
journalswere consensus 4 journals
attheleadingbusiness schools. This
year, FT has expanded the list to 45
journals, and for our next year’s re-
search ranking, we may use this ex-
panded list. However, we doubt this
would change the major conclusion
otie would reach that research pro-
ductivity of . India is low when it
comes io management theory.

Second was the criticism that we
ignored, case writing, and did net
count teaching rcases as research.
Whilst we have between ourselves
written more than 50 case studies,
we consider this pedagogical devel-
opment. It is important for the class-
room but is rarely research unless
the case studies are used to develop
generalisable insights that are sub-
sequently published in the leading
management journals after going
through a peer review process. The
problem with cases, as is with man-
agement books, is that there is no
‘objective’ way to separate the good
from the poor. For research articles,
there is a double-blind peer review
prdcess and journal quality can be
observed through citation counts.
The only widely-accepted indicater

of a good case that we have is ‘adop-
" tions’ or howmany faculty members

have used it worldwide in the class-
rooms. Unfortunately, again, that is
a pedagogical usage indicator rath-
er than a new knowledge develop-
ment indicator. As a result, no lead-
ingbusiness school considers teach-
ingcasesasresearchoutput.
Thirdly, and more provocatively,
was the argument that India is
unique as a business management
domain. As a result, Indian faculty
should not pursue intermational
management journalssince India is
so idiosyncratic that business man-
agement here can be understood by

Blink and Miss
Rank 1990-2009 ot
RANK * - ARTICLES

b 1SkCalcutta ., 43 .
2 1SB

iiM-Calcutta Y 41
IIM-Bangalore 1

" is1-tew pethi . T10 7]
lIM-Ahmedabad 6

L HT-New Delnt '8
IT-Kanpur

—and is of interest — only to other
Indians. As a result, Indian faculty
should pursue publications in the
home-grown Indianjournalsand ig-
nore international ones. But this ar-
gument raises several questions. If
Indian management is so unique,
then why are the airport bockstores
filled with business books written
byauthorsbasedoutsideIndia? Why
are Indians, including the scions of
the best business families, flocking
tothe US, UK and Australia for MBA
degrees and returning for success-
ful careers in India? Why do Indian
schools use so many business cases

from overseas? And why are Indian
senior executives pursuing executi-
veeducationrcoursesatleading Wes-
tern business schools? This argu-
mentseemstoustobeself-serving.

Instead, one would argue that Indi-
an management faculty and schools
have not aspired to global thought
leadership. Businessschoolsinclud-
ingleadingones arestill demonstra-
ting the characteristics of a pre-lib-
eralisation mentality They are con-
tent to be Indian players in a tight
supplier market, just as pre-liberali-
sation Birla and Tata groups were
content to be Indian players for the
most part. It was Kumar Birla and
Ratan Tata who challenged their
groups to be global rather than be
satisfied playing in the domestic
market. They did this not because
they wanted a job abroad or wanted
to live abroad or tenure at a foreign
university, but becanse they believ-
ed,as AnandMahindraobserved, “if
youarenottrying tobecomeaglobal
force, you are actually doing Indiaa
disservice”. Of course, to go global,
Indian companies need to be global-
1y competitive, which was a decade-
long painful restructuring process.
Indian business schools with global
ambitions will have to go through
the same unless they are like the In-
dian School of Business, which (like
Infosys)was ‘born global’.

The good news is that such a trans-
formation for existing institutions
toresearch is possible. Over the past
twodecades, business schools inBel-
gium and the Netherlands have ch-

anged from being teaching instituti-

onswith some faculty pursuing pub-
lications in home-grown Dutch jour-
nals to now being more than well
represented inthe Englishlanguage
international journals. What les-
sons can one draw from this trans-
formation for Indian business scho-
0ls? It really comes down to leader-
ship, incentives and capability en-
hancement. Some of the Indian

Fa ARINDAM

business schools have to take a lead-
ership role in setting an example of
change. They have to include thoug-
htleadership as demonstrated thro-
ugh publications in world’s leading
management journals as part of
their mandate. And, they have tore-
ward faculty who publish in these
journalis. In the Netherlands, thisre-
sulted in some faculty getting very
high levels of compensation for
some time, But the natural competi-
tive spirit spurred the other faculty
towards research publications.
However,amandate and incentives
will fail unless we also enhance the
capability of thebusiness schoolsto
pursue research. Publishing in top
international journals, with 90%-
plus rejectionrates, is not easy If In-
dian business schools are to make
this transitien, they haveto hirefac-
ulty with the training to do so, Cur-
rently about one-third of faculty po-
sitions lie vacant. Hiring more res-
earch-oriented faculty for these
positions could be a starting point.
Also, as in the Netherlands, some
funds could be set aside to bring in
research faculty from outside the
country as visitors for short assign-
ments. Such visiting faculty could
run research workshops, co-author
with faculty at host institution, read
and provide feedback on their re-
search papers, serve on PhD com-
mittees, and help access research
networks in US and other countries.
Such a structured approach was fol-
lowed by the Scandinavian countri-
es through an initiative called Scan-
cor It wasset up in partnership with
Stanford University to advance res-
earchscholarship insocial sciences,
especially organisational studies.
This has had a substantial impact
over the past 20 years on research in
thesevenuniversitiesthat werepart
of itthrough collaborative research.
(Theauthor is professor at the London
Business School and co-director of the
Aditya Birla India Centreat the school)
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Endeavour launch put off
again till end of week

Space shuttle Endeavour's launch is off until
probably the end of the week. On Sunday,
Nasa officials said there was no way
Endeavour could blast off on Monday on its
final voyage. Officials said it appeared that
the work needed to repair a faulty heater
systemin the shuttle would push the launch
tothe end of the week, at best. Endeavour's
commander, Mark Kelly, is married to US
Rep Gabrielle Giffords, who was severely
woundedin a shooting attack. She arrived
at Kennedy Space Center last week in hopes
of seeing herhusband rocket into orbit.
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Potential energy

WITH NATURAL RESOURCES DEPLETINGAND AN ACUTE ENERGY CRISIS
PLAGUING THEWORLD, REEMA KAUR REPORTS ON A NEW COURSE THAT
ADDRESSES SUSTAINABILITY SOLUTIONS

berdeen Business School,
A Robert Gordan University,

UK, has launched a new
Master's programme — energy
management — to address sus-
tainability solutions for using
global energy

This programme aims to bring
together oil and gas as well as
renewable energy management
encapsilated in one curriculum
addressing both upstream
and mid-stream ENErgyY
perspectives.

“We are targeting individuals
who want to mowve to the energy
sector and want to focus on the
theory, policy and practical
aspects of the energy industry.
Students will gain experience of
key decision-making in a range of
energy industry functionaries,”
gaid Andrew Turnbull, senior

lecturer at Aberdeen Business
School, Robert Gordan University,
UK.

The course will cover a range of
topies such as oil and gas opera-
tions, economics, energy finance,
risk management and business
continuity, oil and gas contract
law, project management, leader-
ship, communication and change.
“This degree is on the lines of
MBA but for those who are
technical specialists with no
management work experience.
Thizs course iz also useful for
professionals who want to shift
their domain to the energy
sector,” added Turnbull.

Applicants  should hold a
Bachelor's degree  from a
recognised university  either
a first class or second class upper
or eguivalent. All international

THIS COURSE IS USERUL FOR
PROFESSIONALS WHO WANT TO SHIFT
THEIR DOMAIN TO THE ENERGY SECTOR

students for whom English is not
their first language, should hold a
valid IELTS score (6.5) or a
TOEFL (IBT: 92 or TOEFL
(papery 570 and Test of Written
English (TWE) score 4.0.

“We want to create work-ready
managers. This course has been

introduced for freshers
who can replace the old COURSE CUHSUH

breed of professionals

in this sector. The focus will be on
theoretical knowledge by involv-
ing industry experts as well as
collaborators from the US and
Australia. Post the course they
will be able to apply specialist
knowledge in their workplace. ™
he stated.

The energy management
conrse offers flexible study routes
and is availahle full-time as well
as part-time through distance-

learning or blended (ie. on-
campus  and distance) study
modes,

There iz also an option to study
individual modules for the pur-
pose of continuing professional
development (CPD). “The focus is
on employability. Students will
get placements in all oil majors
like BP, Shell among others.
Flexible learning will be useful
for students who have a general
MEBA but wish to gain energy edu-
cation through CPD.” informed
Turnbull.

The programme starts in
September for both full-time and
part-time students and from
January for part-time students
only. Merit scholarships will be
awarded to those intending to
study for the full length of the
conrse. Students get a 50% waiver
on tuition fee.

e rgwac.uk/ abs
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